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ASBMT wants to make you aware of
some important developments with
respect to the transition to ICD-10 that
were brought to our attention by the
new American Medical Association
(AMA) Speaker of the House, Susan R.
Bailey, MD. The AMA and The Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
issued a joint press release last month
reporting agreement on certain ele-
ments of a 12-month “grace period” for
the October 1, 2015 implementation of
ICD-10. Although physicians must still
begin using ICD-10 on October 1, 2015,
there will be leniency with respect to
failure to code to the correct speciﬁcity.
As explained in a Q and A that accom-
panied the press release:
 Medicare Administrative Contrac-
tors and RACs will not audit or
deny claims based solely on the
speciﬁcity of the ICD-10 code for
12-months after implementation
provided the physician submitted
an ICD-10 code from the appro-
priate family of codes.
 Physicians will not be penalized
with respect to their quality scores
in PQRS, VBM and Meaningful Use
during Program Year 2015 if CMS
experiences difﬁculty in accu-
rately calculating these scores
because of the change to ICD-10.
 CMS will establish an ICD-10
Ombudsman to address physician
problems during the transition.
 CMS will authorize advanced
payments if Medicare contractors
are unable to process claims
within established time frames
because of problems with ICD-10
implementation.
For more information on preparing
for ICD-10, please refer to the June and
August issues of ASBMT eNews.http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbmt.2015.07.031
1083-8791Medicare and Medicaid: Keeping us
Healthy for 50 Years
It’s easy to forget that before 1966,
roughly half of all seniors were unin-
sured, living in fear that the high cost of
health care could propel not only them,
but their families, into poverty. Fewof us
remember that not that long ago, far too
many disabled people, families with
children, pregnant women and low-
income working Americans were un-
able to afford the medical care they
needed to stay healthy and productive.
50 years ago, on July 30, 1965, the land-
scape of health care in America changed
forever when President Lyndon B. John-
son signed the landmark amendment to
the Social Security Act, giving life to the
Medicare and Medicaid programs.
Medicare and Medicaid save lives,
help people live longer, and provide the
peace of mind that comes with afford-
able health care that’s there when you
need it. Chances are, you or someone in
your family either has Medicare or
Medicaid or you know someone who
does. In fact, Medicare and Medicaid
cover nearly 1 out of every 3 Ameri-
cansdthat’s well over 100 million peo-
ple. Marking the 50th anniversary of
these lifesaving programs this summer
gives us an important opportunity to
recognize and remember the ways
these programs transformed the de-
livery of health care in the United States.
Medicare and Medicaid have greatly
reduced the number of uninsured
Americans and have become the stan-
dard bearers for quality and innovation
in American health care.
Fifty years later, no other program
has changed the lives of Americans
more than Medicare and Medicaid.
Free ASBMT Membership for
Trainees
Postdoctoral fellows and physicians,
pharmacists, nurses and other advancedpractice professionals in-training for
blood and marrow transplantation are
eligible for free membership in the
American Society for Blood and Marrow
Transplantation. During July through
October, annual dues are waived for
new trainees who apply for member-
ship in the Society. The program ismade
possible through a grant from Otsuka
America Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Please
email a completed membership appli-
cation and letter from your program






The New Investigator Awards are
designed to encourage clinical or labo-
ratory research by young investigators
in the ﬁeld of blood and marrow trans-
plantation. The awards, $60,000 each
over 2 years, will be presented at the
2016 BMT Tandem Meetings. The
deadline for applications is September
15, 2015. http://www.asbmt.org/?
page¼NIA.Are You Taking Advantage of the
Clinical Case Forum?
Since its launch in February 2014,
ASBMT Clinical Case Forum users have
submitted over 150 complex cases and
over 550 comments on those cases. Visit
asbmt.medting.com today and check
out a few of the active case discussions
and post your own! ASBMT members
have complimentary access to the
Forum and we encourage you to take a
fewminutes to review a case or two and
comment on the others. Questions?
Email communitymanager@asbmt.org.
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2016 BMT Tandem
Meetings
Online registration and housing are
now open for the 2016 BMT Tandem
Meetings Feb. 18-22 in Honolulu,
Hawaii. Links to meeting registration,
housing reservations, preliminary pro-
gram, abstract submission and parallelconferences will all be found in one
convenient location. Visit www.asbm-
t.org for more information.
Abstract Submission Deadline
is Oct. 1 for 2016 BMT Tandem
Meetings
The Abstracts submissions process
for the BMT Tandem Meetings inHonolulu, Hawaii will open soon
through Oct. 1. Invitations for oral
presentation will be offered to more
than 100 authors whose abstracts
received the highest scores from the
review committees. Many others will
be accepted for poster presentation.
Visit www.asbmt.org for more
information.
